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down in certain of his dogs, resulting from too great
difficulty in the experiment. Liddel obtained a similar
neurotic reaction in several of his sheep when he increased
the number of daily tests. The animals became stubborn
and nervous and would not go willingly to the laboratory.
Similarly a student may break clown in a situation with
which he cannot cope. Thus, although it is possible, in most
cases, through continued practice to raise the individual's
level of performance, the value to him of the increased
achievement must be taken into consideration.
One reason for the ineffectiveness of a good deal of reme-
dial work is the failure to interpret errors in terms of
their meaning to the individual. An error in one case may
1 be due to a temporary lapse of attention; in another case
it may be due to actual ignorance. The psychological nature
of the error and the processes leading to it are different for
each individual and therefore cannot; receive the same
treatment.
/
EMOTIONAL    M A T U R I T Y
Nature of Emotional Maturity, — The paths to emotional
maturity have not yet been charted. Emotional behavior is
an emergency reaction to situations with which the indi-
vidual is unable to cope. When placed in an environment
in which they can live wholeheartedly and constructively,
children discard the patterns of emotional behavior which
have become inappropriate to their present stage of develop-
ment. They gain increasingly in self-control and in more
efficient modes of expression. Emotional maturity in an ad-
vanced culture implies a control of the situation that reduces
the destructive effect of strong, primitive emotions. The
emotional reactions of a mature person have reference to the
total situation whereas those of an hiimaturc person are
chaotic and irrelevant to the total situation.
Biological and chemical changes accompanied by glandular
disturbances and the development of secondary sex charac-
teristics are one cause of unrfest during adolescence. These
physiological changes probably intensify the individual's

